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The Agglomeration 
of Baselof Basel
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The agglomeration of Basel

- An international hub for the 
transportation of goods and 
passenger trafficpassenger traffic
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The City of Basel in figures

172,000 inhabitants live in an area measuring 24 km2 

(approx. 830,000 inhabitants in the agglomeration) 
– Second largest and most densely populated city in German-speaking 

Switzerland
155 000 in work workforce of 77 500155,000 in work, workforce of 77,500 

– 44,000 individuals residing and travelling to work within the city
– 111,000 inward commuters
– 33,500 outward commuters
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Initial transport situation
(key population data)

55% of households do not have a car

18% automobile traffic (number of routes)

53% of all routes are unmotorised

53% of individuals hold public transport travel 
subscriptionssubscriptions

352 cars per 1,000 residents

Foto: Barbara Auer37% 16% 27% 18%
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Art. 13 of the Environmental Protection Act

- 2008: Submission of a popular initiative to promote public transport
and pedestrian and cycle traffic

- 2010: In a public referendum, the counterproposal by the city parliament was 
accepted

Ne cla ses in the En ironmental Protection Act EPA- New clauses in the Environmental Protection Act, EPA:

Reduce traffic capacity for motorised individual traffic by 10% in 10 years 
by 2020 excluding motorway trafficby 2020, excluding motorway traffic
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Current Transport Policy and 
Selected Measures
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The foundations of the present transport policy

- Promotion of public transport

- Promotion of pedestrian and cycle trafficPromotion of pedestrian and cycle traffic

- Channelling/integrated planning of road traffic

- Mobility management measuresy g
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Examples of public transport
- Cross-border tramline extensions (e.g. Weil am Rhein, St. Louis)

- Extension of access routes for regional S-Bahn services running g g
every 15 minutes

- Heart of the regional S-Bahn (overhead local train system)

St. Louis

Weil-
Friedlingen

Weil-
Bahnhof

Weil-
Zentrum

Kleinhüningen

Friedlingen
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Examples of pedestrian and cycle traffic
- A safe and interconnected system of cycle paths 

(commuter routes and basic routes)

- Pedestrian priority zones (2012: 53 streets in the city)

- Pedestrian-friendly city centre
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Examples of road traffic
- “30” speed zones 

(Total 187 km = 57% of the road network)

- Parking space construction and management

- Commuter funds to jointly finance P&R systems outside of Basel
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Commissioned Study on Convenient and y
Sustainable City Transport
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Commissioned Study on Convenient and Sustainable 
City TransportCity Transport
Three independent expert teams have clarified the following points

- Is the Basel transport policy consistent?

- Is it possible to achieve the goal of traffic reduction using the measures 
which have already been planned?

- Which further measures might be needed to make this happen?
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The findings of the three teams

Evaluation of the transport policy

- The current policy is consistent with the reduction objective of the 
Environmental Protection Act 
(create pull measures/incentives)

- However this policy falls seriously short when it comes to the reduction 
objective (push measures widely lacking)

The impact of measures planned to date

- Further growth can be prevented by 2020
- However, no 10% reduction in comparison with 2010
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The findings of the three teams

Overview of additional measures

- It will be possible to reach the target by 2020, however this will require:g y
- Bundling of measures
- Significantly greater traffic control/restriction of motorised individual 

transport (reduction in capacity in favour of public transport and cycles)transport (reduction in capacity in favour of public transport and cycles)
- Increased control, regulation, allocation of parking spaces
- Additionally: spatial planning measures and further expansion dd t o a y spat a p a g easu es a d u t e e pa s o

of eco-mobility
- Regional collaboration necessary
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7 Measures packages: Efficacy and Obstacles
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The contribution by pedestrian and cycle traffic 
to a reduction in automobile trafficto a reduction in automobile traffic
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The contribution by pedestrian and cycle traffic to a 
reduction in automobile traffic
- The estimates by the teams differ widely (-0.5% to -8%)
- Outstanding question: is it possible to compensate for the effect of the shift 

by an “excess demand” in road traffic?by an excess demand  in road traffic?
- Additional measures put forward to promote cycling:

- Close key gaps (subjective hazard areas)
- Develop a regional network of main routes
- Firmly anchor the promotion of cycling within legislative and administrative 

practicepractice
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Conclusion

- The present transport policy can prevent 
the rise in road traffic.

- Reduction of road traffic by 10% is 
possible in principle, although the 
current level is already extremely low.cu e t e e s a eady e t e e y o

- To do this, restrictive measures which 
are directly applicable to road traffic 
will be required The promotion ofwill be required. The promotion of 
alternative transportation methods is 
not enough.
The political feasibility of these restrictive- The political feasibility of these restrictive 
measures has not been established.
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Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

Further information on the commissioned study:
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y
http://www.mobilitaet.bs.ch/themenundprojekte/motorisierterverkehr/staedteinitiative.htm


